Health and Safety Authority

Public Consultation Notice

Draft Code of Practice on Preventing Accidents to Children and Young Persons in Agriculture
The Health and Safety Authority has developed a draft Code of Practice on Preventing Accidents to Children and Young Persons in Agriculture”, which it intends to publish in accordance with section 60 of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 (No. 10 of 2005). 
The draft Code of Practice will replace the existing Code of Practice on Preventing Accidents to Children and Young Persons in Agriculture which was issued by the Authority in July 2001.
The draft Code of Practice is aimed at farmers, contractors or anyone who may be in control of work activity on the farm.  It is also aimed at safety advisors, academics, researchers, students, teachers, inspectors or anyone who may wish to understand the risks to children on farms and how those risks may be controlled.  Importantly, the draft Code of Practice can be relied on by the Authority’s Inspectors for enforcement up to and including prosecution.  

The draft Code of Practice provides clarity in many areas particularly the definition of ‘child’ and ‘young person’ and it also details how the common causes of fatal accidents to children can be prevented.  

The draft Code of Practice is complementary to the Health and Safety Authority’s Code of Practice for Preventing Injury and Occupational Ill Health in Agriculture.  That Code of Practice provides practical guidance to people at work in the agriculture sector in relation to hazard identification and risk assessment and the safety statement, respectively.
The text of the draft Code of Practice may be accessed at the link below.

The Health and Safety Authority invites comments and observations on the draft Code of Practice.  The closing date for receiving submissions is Friday 16th October 2009.
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