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Part 1: Code of Practice 

 

Foreword 

The Health and Safety Authority, with the consent of the Minister for Labour Affairs, and 

following public consultation, publishes this Code of Practice entitled ñCode of Practice 

for Operators of Quarry Delivery Vehicles (Employing 3 or less)ò, in accordance with 

sections 20(8) and 60 of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 (No. 10 of 

2005). 

 

The aim of the Code of Practice is to improve the level of safety and health compliance 

of persons operating delivery vehicles emanating from quarries, by providing practical 

guidance as to the observance of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 (No. 

10 of 2005), including the provisions of sections 19 and 20 of the Act, and the Safety, 

Health and Welfare at Work (General Application) Regulations 2007 (S.I. No. 299 of 

2007) as amended by the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work (General 

Application)(Amendment) Regulations 2007 (S.I. No. 732 of 2007). The legislation 

referred to applies, where appropriate, to a self-employed person as i t  appl ies to 

an employer and as if  that self-employed person was an employer and his or her 

own employee and references in the legislation to an employer should be read as 

references to a self-employed person. 

 

The Code of Practice also provides practical guidance in relation to the observance of 

certain elements of other legislation relating to general road traffic issues, use of 

tachographs and working/driving time, which relate to vital aspects of the safe driving 

and operation of vehicles. 

 

This Code of Practice comes into effect on XX YYY 2009. 

 

Notice of issue of this Code of Practice was published in the Iris Oifigiúil  of XXXX  

2009. 

 

As regards the use of Codes of Practice in criminal proceedings, section 61 of the 2005 

Act provides as follows ï 

 

ñ61.ð(1) Where in proceedings for an offence under this Act relating to an 

alleged contravention of any requirement or prohibition imposed by or under 

a relevant statutory provision being a provision for which a code of practice 

had been published or approved by the Authority under section 60 at the 

time of the alleged contravention, subsection (2) shall have effect with 

respect to that code of practice in relation to those proceedings. 

 

(2) (a) Where a code of practice referred to in subsection (1) appears to the 

court to give practical guidance as to the observance of the 
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requirement or prohibition alleged to have been contravened, the 

code of practice shall be admissible in evidence. 

 

(b)Where it is proved that any act or omission of the defendant 

alleged to constitute the contraventionð 

 

(i) is a failure to observe a code of practice referred to in 

subsection (1), or  

 

(ii)  is a compliance with that code of practice, 

 

then such failure or compliance is admissible in evidence. 

 

(3) A document bearing the seal of the Authority and purporting to be a 

code of practice or part of a code of practice published or approved of by the 

Authority under this section shall be admissible as evidence in any 

proceedings under this Act.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Roe 

Assistant Chief Executive Officer and Secretary to the Board  
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1. In troduction  
 

This Code of Practice applies to operators of quarry products delivery vehicles (called 

ñtransport operatorsò after this) employing three or less employees and is applicable to 

transport operators servicing ña quarryò as defined in the Safety, Health and Welfare at 

Work (Quarries) Regulations 2008 (S.I. No. 28 of 2008). 

 

In preparing this Code of Practice on transport operations from quarries, the legal 

requirements placed on transport operators from extensive Safety, Health and Welfare 

and other legislation is found to be very comprehensive. Almost every aspect of the 

business from driver training, driver licensing, vehicle weights and dimensions, to vehicle 

maintenance and roadworthiness tests is governed by legislation., The overall objective 

of this Code of Practice is to provide basic guidelines and risk assessments that will 

facilitate safe and efficient operation of vehicles and provide all involved with the 

necessary information to comply with best practice. 

 

Another aspect of this work activity is the amount of specialised equipment for product 

handling which is carried on delivery vehicles operating from quarries such as cranes, 

compressors, mixer drums, and hydraulic tipping gear. The driver, in addition to being 

competent at the basic skills of driving a heavy goods vehicle, must also be trained and in 

some cases certified to operate specific equipment such as forklift trucks and to deliver 

dangerous goods such as bitumen.  

 

This Code of Practice aims to cover all aspects of the operations of quarry products 

delivery vehicles. Some of the sections such as health and safety legislation, driving skills 

etc., will be common to all vehicles operated by transport operators. In addition, the code 

of practice has sections dedicated to individual operations such as cranes, tipping, and 

precast deliveries. 
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Independent Concrete Control Management Ltd (ICCM) 

Eoin Kennedy, ICCM Ltd 
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Paul O Mahony, Roadstone Wood Ltd. 

Michael Delaney, Killeshal Precast Concrete Ltd. 

Christy Loughnane, Loughnane Concrete (Birr) Ltd. 

John Maguire, ICCM Ltd 

Gerry Farrell, ICF 

Pat Griffin, Health and Safety Authority 

Michael Joyce, Technical Consultant 
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2. Definitions 

 
In this Code of Practice the following definitions apply ï 

 
ñADRò means the European Agreement on the Transport of Dangerous Goods by Road; 

 

ñchockò means a wedge type device placed to prevent a vehicle from moving; 

 

ñGross Vehicle Weightò means the weight of the vehicle when laden; 

 

ñHSEò means the Health and Safety Executive (United Kingdom)  

 

ñmanlidò means a device to close an opening on a tank e.g. opening for top loading of bulk 

cement and bitumen tankers; 

 

ñPPEò means personal protective equipment; 

 

ñSIò means Statutory Instrument; 

 

ñside creelsò means hinged steel gates fitted on block trucks to provide load security for blocks; 

 

ñtachographò means a device fitted to a vehicle for recording vehicle speed, driver hours and 

vehicle mode; 

 

ñtailgateò means a hinged door on the rear of tipper bodied vehicles; 

 

ñullageò means unused space available in a tanker; 

 

ñvehicle tare weightò means the weight of the vehicle unladen. 

 

3. Scope of Code of Practice 

 
This Code of Practice provides practical advice and guidance on how to reduce the risk of 

accidents involving the operation of quarry products delivery vehicles. Following this 

advice will help you comply with the general duties in the 2005 Act and the General 

Application Regulations 2007. 

 

Operators of quarry delivery vehicles (the vast majority of whom are self-employed) 

must prepare a Safety Statement to comply with Section 20 of the 2005 Act. It must be 

based on an identification of the hazards and an assessment of the risks, so as to ensure 

their own safety and health and that of other persons (e.g. other workers at quarries or 

workers on construction sites). However, transport operators with three or fewer 

employees may instead of drafting a safety statement follow the guidance in this Code of 

Practice and complete a risk assessment within the framework set out in this Code of 

Practice. 
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In either case, a risk assessment must be carried out relating to all work activities.  

 

4. The Driver  

 

The skill and competence of the driver is key to safety in all transport operations. This 

code of practice sets out clear criteria and standards in relation to drivers. 

 

As the vehicle used for the transportation of concrete products usually carries the 

equipment for off loading the product such as a crane or tipper body, the driver should 

have received appropriate training and certification (if required) in the operation of the 

vehicle and any additional equipment.  

 

Documents 

 

Driverôs Licence  
Drivers should be in possession of the appropriate driving licence for the vehicle they are 

using. Drivers should carry the licence with them at all times. Drivers who have their 

licences endorsed or who accumulate penalty points under the Road Traffic Act 2002 

should inform their Transport Manager or Supervisor. 

 

 
 

Safe Pass 

Drivers making deliveries to construction sites must be in possession of a current ñSafe 

Passò as required by the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work (Construction) Regulations 

2006 (S.I. No. 504 of 2006). 

 

Certificate of Professional Competence (CPC) 

The Road Safety Authority implemented the Driver CPC requirement for trucks from 10 

September 2009. From that date all new truck drivers will have to pass a 2 two hour 

theory test and a 30 minute practical test, as well as the current driving test, in order to 

obtain the Driver CPC.  

 

The theory test and the practical test are developed to ensure the applicant has a 

comprehensive knowledge of the Rules of the Road and of the skills and professionalism 
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to be a full time driver of a bus and truck. On passing all examinations a driver will be 

issued with a Driver CPC Qualification Card which they will require in addition to their 

driving licence. 

 

If you have a full truck licence on or before 10 September 2009, you will not be required 

to sit the extra tests. However, you will have to do 1 day of training per year over the 

following 5 years to ensure you retain your Driver CPC. The licence you have at present 

identifies that you have a truck licence and this is evidence that you have a valid Driver 

CPC. On completion of your 5 years of training you will then be issued with a Driver 

CPC Qualification Card. 

 

            
 

Tachograph 

The driver should ensure that he or she has inserted a chart in the tachograph head and 

has filled in the necessary detail. If the vehicle is fitted with a digital tachograph, the 

driver should be in possession of a card issued by the Department of Transport. This card 

should be inserted in the digital tachograph. Compliance with tachograph regulations is 

covered in part 6 - Other Applicable Legislation. 

 

If the vehicle is owned and operated for ñhire and rewardò, then the owner must be in 

possession of a road freight licence and each individual vehicle must display the 

appropriate disk (Reference ï Road Transport Act 1999, Part 6). 

 

Medical  

Drivers should be medically fit at all times to perform their duties. 

 

Drugs and Alcohol 

Many quarry companies now operate a drug and alcohol policy, which prohibits 

employees from presenting themselves for work when under the influence of drugs or 

alcohol. As drivers of heavy goods vehicles on the public road, it is mandatory that they 

should not be under the influence of drugs or alcohol as required by Section 13 of the 

Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005. 

 



 

 10 

Drivers should be aware that under the Road Traffic Act 2006 Gardai have the power to 

carry out ñMandatory Breath Testingò. Drivers who are stopped at a checkpoint are 

required to provide a breath sample and if their blood alcohol levels exceed the legal limit 

they face disqualification from driving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal Compliance 

Drivers should familiarise themselves with the Rules of the Road and ensure that they are 

fully knowledgeable with all relevant aspects. A copy of the revised Rules of the Road 

should be carried in every vehicle. 

 

 
 

Driving Standards 

The driver is the representative of the industry and the individual company on the road 

and his or her behaviour is therefore very important. While observance of the law is the 

first duty, safe and courteous driving displays an understanding of the needs of other road 

users.  

 

The following guidelines should be observed: 

 

 Avoid unnecessary use of the horn 

 Allow adequate space for other road users 

 Do not drive too close to the vehicle in front 

 Do not pull out onto a road if it causes other road users to break excessively 

 Follow all site safety rules, e.g. speed limits, one-way systems, traffic lights, etc. 

 Watch out for pedestrians and young children crossing when traffic is stopped 

(use your fish eye mirror before moving off). 
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 Watch out for cyclists when making left turns.  Continuously check your mirrors 

and stop if you have lost sight of a cyclist 

 When reversing, ensure that the area behind you is clear.  Use your reversing 

camera (if fitted).  If you cannot see get out and check.  Where possible get a 

competent person to assist you and ensure that they remain in your vision. 

 Do not increase your engine speed as the lights are about to change 

 Maintain good lane discipline 

 Position yourself in the correct lane when approaching a junction or roundabout. 

 Be prepared to make allowances for the behaviour of other road users and be 

wiling to give way (even if you are in the right), if it means avoiding an accident. 

 

Personal Safety 

Drivers must ensure that: 

 

Å A seat belt (when fitted in the vehicle) is worn at all times (this is a legal 

 requirement under the European Communities (Compulsory Use of Safety 

 Belts and Child Restraint Systems in Motor Vehicles) Regulations 2006 (S.I. No. 

 240 of 2006) 

 

Å The cab is kept in a clean and tidy condition as loose equipment can be a hazard 

 and can lead to accidents, e.g. cans or rags getting under brake pedals 

 

Å A handheld phone or other handheld communication equipment may not be used 

 while driving. This is now an offence and drivers using handheld phones may 

 incur two penalty points on their licence. The definition of 'holding a mobile 

 phone' covers holding it by hand or supporting it with some other part of the 

 body. The definition prohibits the practice of cradling a mobile phone in the nook 

 of the neck and shoulder. (Road Traffic Act 2006). 

 

Guidelines on the use of mobile phones are available on the Road Safety Authority 

website (www.rsa.ie). 

 

Complaints 

Companies should have a procedure for dealing with complaints. All complaints should 

be recorded, investigated and appropriate action taken. 
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5. The Vehicle 
 

Road Safety 

Because of the size and weight of the vehicle, the consequences of an accident involving 

a car, pedestrian, pedal or motor cyclist are likely to have grave or even fatal 

consequences for the other road users. The driver therefore needs to be extra vigilant to 

prevent accidents. 

 

Driving Conditions 

At times bad weather and poor visibility will determine driving conditions. Fog, snow 

and heavy rain reduce the ability to control the vehicle. Bright sunlight can reduce the 

ability to see and hot weather can affect the road surface. Drivers should adjust their 

driving to suit the conditions ï particularly by reducing speed and increasing the distance 

between their vehicle and the vehicle in front. 

 

Traffic Conditions  

Traffic conditions can vary from hour to hour, day to day, week to week and from town 

to town. Drivers must be aware of this and adjust their driving and attitude to suit 

changing conditions. The irritations of traffic and the bad behaviour of other drivers on 

the road must be accepted as part of the normal driving job.  

 

Children in Vehicles 

Children should never be carried in the cab of a quarry products delivery vehicle.  
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Pre-start vehicle check 
 

 
 

Before the start of each shift, a driver should carry out a vehicle check to ensure the 

vehicle is in a road worthy condition. 

 

Use your approach to the vehicle as part of an overall visual inspection: 

 

Å Check that the whole unit sits straight and level 

Å Note any excessive steering lock applied 

Å Check for any signs of damage including broken lights/reflectors 

Å Check for leaks beneath the vehicle. 

 

Then carry out the following external checks: 

 

Å Engine oil level and top up as required 

Å Coolant level in the header tank and top up as required 

Å Windscreen washer level and fill up as necessary 

Å Fuel level in the diesel tank and fill up as required remaining beside the vehicle 

 while filling 

Å Windows, mirrors, lights, number plates and vehicle markings are clean. Note ï 

 as vehicles are operating on building sites, it is mandatory for drivers to ensure 

 that these vital parts of their vehicle are kept clean at all times  

Å Wheels, wheel nuts and tyres 

Å If the vehicle is an artic, check air and electrical connections to the trailer and that 

 the trailer is securely coupled to the tractor.  
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Check handholds and steps to the cab before use. 

 

 
 

Enter the vehicle, start the engine and check: 

 

Å Operation of lights, wipers, horn 

Å Build up of air pressure 

Å If any warning lights are flashing 

Å Mirror adjustment. 

 

Finally, insert a new tachograph chart. 

 

Depending on the operation, the driver should ensure that the product handling 

equipment is in good working order, that there are no air or oil leaks or other 

malfunctions. (See Appendix 1- Daily Pre-Start Checklist) 

 

Vehicle Specification  

Vehicles should be specified to ensure that they are capable of operating to the maximum 

gross vehicle weight. As most vehicles in the industry are fitted with product handling 

equipment, the buyer should ensure that the product handling equipment is compatible 

with the vehicle, does not cause instability and is mounted so as to ensure that axle 

weights are not exceeded when the vehicle is fully loaded. In particular, the operator 

should ensure that the tyres are correctly rated for the wheel loads. The safety aspects of 

the operation of product handling equipment must also be taken into account and any 

necessary training undertaken. 
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Tippers 
The Institution of Road Transport Engineers has set out a performance standard which 

companies should use when specifying tippers. Category A requires that a vehicle must 

be capable of staying stable on a side slope of at least 7ę when loaded to the plated 

maximum gross vehicle weight and with its body fully raised. 

 

 
 

Cranes 
All cranes should be installed in accordance with the Association of Lorry Loader 

Manufacturers and Importers (ALLMI) Code of Practice for installation, application and 

operation of lorry loaders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mixer trucks  
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It is essential that there is communication between the mixer supplier and vehicle 

supplier at an early stage in the vehicle specification process to ensure that the mixer is 

mounted on the vehicle so as to optimise load distribution.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheeting 
Where sheeting is required, it should be fitted on the vehicle so that the load can be 

sheeted and un-sheeted by the driver at ground level. 
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Load Security 

This should be incorporated in the vehicle specification, including items such as side 

creels for block trucks, headboards, anchorage points and other dedicated load securing 

mechanisms. Further technical details on load securing mechanisms are in the Code of 

Practice on Safety of Loads on Vehicles. 

 

 
 

Tare weight 
Vehicles should be specified to have the lightest tare weight, so that the payload can be 

maximized thereby reducing the number of journeys. There are a number of factors to be 

considered which will reduce tare weight (subject to the vehicle manufacturerôs approval 

and compliance with the relevant vehicle construction and use regulations): 

 

 Å Alloy wheels 

 Å Smaller fuel tank 

 Å High tensile steel (tippers) 

 Å Smaller water tank (mixer truck) 

 Å Plastic chutes (mixer truck). 

 

Vision 
As a minimum, vehicles should be fitted with mirrors to provide the maximum all round 

vision, including kerb side and front (fish eye or cyclops) mirrors. When fitting reversing 

alarms the wide band low frequency type is recommended as they minimise nuisance 

noise emissions. The installation of reversing cameras is best practice and is strongly 

recommended. 
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Vehicle Weights  

Details of the maximum gross vehicle weight for the most commonly used vehicle 

combinations in the industry are given in Appendix 2. A summary of these weights is as 

follows: 

 

Two axle rigid     18 tonnes 

Three axle rigid    26 tonnes 

Four axle rigid     32 tonnes 

 

Five axle articulated combination   42 tonnes 

Six axle articulated combination  44 tonnes 

 

Rigid and trailer Combinations 

Three axle rigid and three axle trailer  44 tonnes 

Four axle rigid and three axle trailer  44 tonnes 

Four axle rigid and two axle trailer   42 tonnes 

 

Notes: 

× These are maximum weights and there are several conditions which must be met 

for a vehicle to operate at this weight. 

 

× The maximum weights for the three and four axle rigids are subject to the 

condition that the weight of either of the drive axles does not exceed 9.5 tonnes 

(Reference: Road Traffic (Construction and Use of Vehicles) Regulations 2003 

(S.I. No. 5 of 2003)). 

 

× The maximum gross vehicle weight of five axle articulated combination 

consisting of a two axle tractor and three axle trailer to revert to 40 tonnes. Date 

extended to 31 December 2009 and subject to further review. 

 



 

 19 

 

 

Overloading  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vehicles must not be loaded above the maximum weights shown above. Overloading of 

vehicles must be avoided for many reasons: 

 

Å It may impact on vehicle stability and safety 

Å It causes excessive road and pavement damage 

Å It is in breach of Road Traffic law and both consignor and operator may be 

 subject to heavy fines 

Å It may result in shedding of loads or part of loads and put third parties at risk. 

 

In addition to ensuring that the vehicle does not exceed the maximum gross vehicle 

weight, companies should check that the load is evenly distributed to prevent overloading 

of individual axles. 

 

Companies should monitor tare weights to ensure that there is no accumulation of 

product inside mixer drums or bulk tanks which can give rise to overloading.  

 

Exceeding Vehicle Dimensions 

Drivers must ensure that loads do not hang over the edge of the vehicle. They should also 

ensure when carrying high loads that there is no risk of striking overhead lines or a low 

bridge during their journey. 

 

Vehicle Maintenance 

The law requires that every vehicle and trailer and all parts and equipment of every 

vehicle and trailer be maintained in good and efficient working order, and be maintained 
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so that no danger is liable to be caused. (Reference: Road Traffic (Construction, 

Equipment and Use of Vehicles) Regulations 1963 (S.I. No. 190 of 1963)). 

 

While it is the responsibility of the operator to arrange and schedule maintenance, the 

onus is on the driver to report vehicle defects. This should be carried out either verbally 

or, preferably, in writing using the defect reporting system. 

 

Both the driver and the owner can be found guilty of an offence, if a defective vehicle 

which is a danger to the public is driven in public.  

 

Vehicles and the product handling equipment should be maintained in accordance with 

the manufacturerôs instructions and records maintained. 

 

The maintenance of the product handling equipment requires special expertise. In 

particular, there are safety rules to be observed: 

 

Å Ensure that a raised tipper body is supported before carrying out any work under 

it 

Å Ensure mixer drums are locked to prevent rotation 

Å Entry into bulk tankers or mixer drums requires special precautions as outlined in 

the Health and Safety Authority Code of Practice for Working in Confined 

Spaces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Source ï HSG 144 Health and Safety in Construction HSE). 

HSA - Code of Practice for Working in Confined Spaces. 

 

Statutory Inspections 

Vehicles are subject to the following statutory inspections: 
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Road worthiness test   Annual 

Analogue Tachograph  Inspection every 2 years 

Calibration   Every 6 years 

Digital Calibration  Every 2 years 

 

Crane inspection   Every 12 months 

Bitumen tankers  Annual ADR inspection 

    Three yearly pressure tests 

 

Forklifts   Every 12 months 

Cement Tankers Pressure Relief Valve and Tank Pressure Gauge to be 

tested and certified every year. Tank to be inspected and 

pressure tested every two years. 

 

Vehicle Image 

Heavy goods vehicles can be intimidating to many road users so a professional driver will 

make every effort to minimise the impact. Drivers must ensure that: 

 

Å Vehicles should be kept as clean as possible. A clean vehicle is more pleasing to 

 the eye and much less intimidating. It will also enhance the company image and 

 reassure the public that it is well maintained 

Å All lights, number plates, vehicle markings are clean and functional 

Å The load is well secured and that material such as sand, blocks or concrete are not 

 likely to discharge onto the road or drop onto another vehicle 

Å When the vehicle has been offloaded there are no concrete fragments remaining 

 on the load deck which could fall off and cause damage to other vehicles, e.g. 

 breaking a windscreen. 

Å Tail gates are secured following discharge prior to travelling on public roads. 
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6. Health and Safety Legislation & Implementation  
 

The Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005, requires employers to ensure in so far 

as is reasonably practicable, the safety, health and welfare at work of their employees. 

 

The duties of the employer include: 

 

Å The management and control of work activities 

Å Preventing improper conduct or behaviour 

Å The design, provision and maintenance of (i) safe workplaces (ii) safe means of 

 access to and egress from the workplace and (iii) safe plant and machinery 

Å Ensuring safety and the prevention of risk from any of the substances or articles,  

 from noise, radiation or other physical agents at the place of work 

Å Providing safe systems of work 

Å Providing adequate welfare facilities 

Å Providing adequate instruction, training and supervision and any necessary 

 information 

Å Preparing risk assessments and safety statements that take account of the general 

 principles of prevention 

Å Provision and maintenance of suitable personal protective equipment where risks 

 cannot be eliminated or where such equipment is prescribed 

Å The preparation and, where necessary, revision of adequate plans and procedures 

 to be followed and measures to be taken in the case of an emergency or the 

 presence of serious or imminent danger 

Å Reporting accidents and dangerous occurrences to the Health and Safety 

 Authority as required under the General Application Regulations 2007 

Å Obtaining, where necessary, the services of a competent person to assist in 

 ensuring the safety, health and welfare of the employees. 

 

The duties of employees are to: 

 

Å Comply with safety and health legislation both in the 2005 Act and elsewhere 

Å Take reasonable care to protect their own safety, health and welfare and that of 

 any other person who may be affected by their acts or omissions at work 

Å Not be under the influence of alcohol or drugs, or a combination of alcohol and 

 drugs, to the extent that they are likely to endanger their own safety or that of any 

 other person 

Å Co-operate with their employer or any other person, as necessary, to assist that 

 person in complying with health and safety legislation as appropriate 

Å Not engage in improper conduct or other behaviour such as violence, bullying or 

 horseplay which could endanger another person at work or their safety, health 

 and welfare 
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Å Where safety and health training related to a particular task is required by the 

 employer or by safety and health legislation, attend and undergo as appropriate 

 any reasonable assessment required by their employer 

Å Taking account of the training and instruction given by the employer, correctly 

 use any article or substance and protective clothing and equipment provided for 

 use at work for their protection. 

 

Compliance with health and safety legislation is considered to be the minimum standard 

of operation. This code of practice sets out best practice for management and drivers. In 

the Sections covering the specific operations, such as mixer trucks, crane and tipper 

operation, detailed guidance is provided particularly for the driver on all aspects of health 

and safety as it impacts on their operation.  

 

Training is a key aspect in ensuring a safe operation and this code of practice will become 

an integral part of driver training. 

 

Compliance with Sections 19 and 20 of the 2005 Act 

 

All employers and self-employed must comply with the legislative requirement to have 

written risk assessments and an up-to-date work specific Safety Statement. The 2005 Act 

emphasises the need for employers (including the self-employed) to manage safety and 

health in order to prevent workplace injuries and ill health.  The basis for this 

management of safety and health is the written safety statement. This document sets out 

an action programme for safeguarding the safety, health and welfare of your employees 

while they are at work. It should be prepared after you have identified the hazards and 

assessed the risks within your work activities. 

 

While the 2005 Act places a legal duty on the self-employed to prepare and implement a 

safety statement, persons with three or fewer employees may instead follow the guidance 

in this code of practice and complete the applicable risk assessment within this code of 

practice. 

 

Preparing and implementing a safety statement or code of practice risk assessment in a 

comprehensive and effective manner has two main benefits: 

 

Å It is likely to reduce the risk of accidents and ill health 

Å It may also reduce insurance costs or protect against any compensation claims. 

 

It could help to convince a judge that you, as an employer, had taken all reasonably 

practicable measures to ensure safety. 

 

Preparing a safety statement or risk assessment  

The following are broad guidelines to help you complete the safety statement or risk 

assessment. 
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Step 1: Make a commitment to manage safety and health 

Your commitment to complete the safety statement or risk assessment and implement it 

on an ongoing basis is an important step in preventing accidents and ill health. When you 

have carefully considered and completed all applicable risk assessments of the document, 

sign it in the space provided. 

 

Step 2: Carry out a risk assessment  

The safety statement or risk assessment identifies the key hazards known to cause death, 

serious injury and ill health. Follow these directions for completing the documents: 

 

a. You will be familiar with many of the hazards. An accident or a number of 

near misses may have occurred with your vehicle in the past. Identify the 

hazards and prevent a reoccurrence. 

II.  8 

a. Walk around your vehicle and examine all aspects of it from a safety and 

health point of view. Consider work activities at different times of the day, 

since the workplace and work systems are likely to change from day to 

day.  

 

b. Consider the work organisation of your vehicle. Work overload, rushing, 

poor machinery and equipment, poor maintenance and untidy cabs are a 

major cause of accidents. 

 

c. Ignore trivial issues and concentrate on the significant hazards that could 

lead to harm. 

 

Where your risk assessment shows that control measures are inadequate, answer 

óxô on the risk- assessment document. Then list suitable control measures on the 

action list. 

 

Step 3: Decide on prevention/control measures 

When you are devising safety and health-control measures you should implement the 

principals of prevention by considering them in the following order: 

 

(a)  Elimination - Elimination means putting a control in place to remove the hazard. 

 

(b) Reduction - If a hazard cannot be eliminated, the next best option is to reduce the 

danger as much as possible.  

 

(c) Provide information, training and supervision - Ensure that you and every 

person who use your vehicle have all the information and skills necessary to 

secure safety and health. Information can be provided verbally or in writing. 

Training may be formal or informal.  
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(d) Provide and use personal protective equipment (PPE) or clothing - PPE should 

be used as a last resort, after all other ways of eliminating or controlling the 

hazard have been considered. PPE should meet a high standard and be maintained 

and stored correctly.  

 

Step 4: Review and update your safety statement or risk assessment 

 Work practices change; new equipment or chemicals may be introduced. 

 

 

7. Other Legislation Applicable 
 

Road Traffic  

 

Mandatory Speed Limits 

Vehicles are required to obey the local speed limits and the maximum speed for a heavy 

goods vehicle of 80 kilometers per hour. In addition, the law requires that ñA vehicle 

shall not be driven at a speed exceeding that which will enable its driver to bring it to a 

halt within the distance which the driver can see to be clear.ò All heavy goods vehicles 

should have speed limiters which restrict the maximum speed to 90 km/hour. 

 

Yielding Right of Way 

Drivers shall give way to traffic on a major road and where a yield sign or a yield line 

exists. The vehicle must be brought to a standstill at the stop line if there is one, or if not, 

before the major road. 

 

Drivers on entering roundabouts and road junctions of equal importance which are not 

controlled by traffic lights, traffic signs or stop lines must yield right of way to traffic 

coming from the right hand side. 

 

Left Side Driving 

A driver must drive on the left side of the roadway in such a manner as to allow without 

danger or inconvenience to traffic or pedestrians, approaching traffic to pass on the right 

and overtaking traffic to overtake on the right. 

 

Overtaking 

A driver shall not overtake, or attempt to overtake if to do so would endanger, or cause 

inconvenience to any other person. 

 

No overtaking is allowed on a roadway having a solid white line or on a roadway with a 

sign indicating there is no overtaking on that stretch of road. 

 

No overtaking is to be done by a driver unless he or she sees clearly a portion, 

sufficiently long and wide, of the road, free from approaching traffic, pedestrians and 

obstruction, so as to enable him or her to complete the passing out without danger or 

inconvenience to other traffic or pedestrians. 
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A driver must overtake on the right and move back into the left when safe to do so. 

 

Overtaking on the left is permissible: 
 

Å If the driver of the vehicle in front has signalled he is going to turn right and the 

 overtaking driver intends to go straight ahead or left after overtaking 

Å Where the driver of the overtaking vehicle intends, after having overtaken, to turn 

 left at a road junction and has signalled that intention 

Å In slow moving traffic, when vehicles in the traffic lane on the driverôs right are 

 moving more slowly than the overtaking vehicle. 

 

Turning at Junctions: 
A driver shall (unless a traffic sign requires differently): 

 

Å Keep to the left side of the road, if the intention is to turn left 

Å If the intention is to turn right, go to the centre of the road 

Å If it is a one way street, keep to the right of the street if turning right 

Å Give and obey signals and signs.  

 

Reversing 

The rules for a driver are: 

 

Å To ensure (by sufficient vision etc.) that he can reverse without endangering other 

 traffic or pedestrians 

Å A driver cannot reverse onto a major road from another road 

Å Not to reverse from a place adjacent to a public road save where it is clear to the 

 driver that he or she would not be a danger to other traffic or pedestrians 

Å If relying on signals from another, the driver must be satisfied that the other 

 person has proper vision. 

 

Footpaths 

A driver shall not drive a vehicle wholly or partly along or across a footpath except to 

cross it to get to another place. 

 

Cycle tracks 

Vehicles may not be driven along or across a cycle track except for access purposes. 
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Roundabouts 

A driver shall enter a roundabout by turning to the left. 

 

Median Strip 

Vehicles should not be driven wholly or partly along or across a median strip. A ñmedian 

stripò means a boundary between two carriageways of a road. 

 

Box Junctions  

Yellow boxes at junctions prevent entry unless the vehicle can clear the area without 

stopping, except where a driver enters the junctions cross hatched area to make a right 

turn. It does not matter if the junction has traffic lights or other signs. 

 

Traffic Lights  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red lights: 

 

Å If a light is red, the driver must stop at the lights or the stop line or at the sign if 

 there is no line. 

 

Amber Lights:  

 

Å If a light is non-flashing amber, then the driver must stop at the lights or stop line 

 or the sign if there is no line, unless the vehicle is so close to the line that it cannot 

 stop safely at the line 
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Å If it is a flashing amber light the driver can proceed beyond the stop light or sign 

 but must yield to crossing pedestrians 

Å Where the traffic lights have an advance yield sign or line or both, then when the 

 amber light at the lower level of the lights is illuminated on an intermittent basis, 

 a driver may proceed past the traffic light subject to obeying the Yield Right of 

 Way Rules. 

 

Green Lights: 

 

Å If green, the driver may proceed past the light provided no other road user is 

 endangered and the Yield Right of Way Rules and Box Junction Rules are 

 complied with 

Å If an arrow is green, then the driver may proceed as the arrow directs. 

 

Motorways 

A driver on the motorway shall not: 

 

Å Drive against the traffic flow 

Å Drive on or across any part of the motorway which is not a carriageway except for 

 any part of the motorway providing parking or for services or amenities 

Å Stop or park the vehicle on any part of the motorway except any part provided for 

 parking, for services or amenities 

Å Drive vehicles with an 80 KPH speed limit (i.e. HGVs) on an outside traffic lane 

 of the carriageway or motorway. 

 

A driver shall not stop or park on the motorway except: 

 

Å On any part of the motorway provided for parking, for services or amenities 

Å When stopped by an obstruction on the carriageway 

Å When the vehicle is involved in an accident or broken down in either event, or in 

 an emergency or defect the driver is under a duty to get the vehicle off the 

 carriageway to the left and telephone the Gardaí. The vehicle is to be removed 

 and the driver must accept the assistance offered by the Gardaí or Road Authority. 
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Parking 

 
 

A vehicle shall not be parked:  

 

Å On a section of road with double yellow lines 

Å Where there is a ñNo Parkingò sign during the period indicated on the information 

 plate 

Å Within 5 metres of a road junction 

Å On a section of roadway with less than 3 traffic lanes where there is a continuous 

 white line 

Å In any place, position or manner that will result in the vehicle obstructing, 

 delaying or interfering with the entrance to or exit from a fire brigade station, an 

 ambulance station or a Garda station 

Å In any place, position or manner that will result in the vehicle obstructing an 

 entrance or an exit for vehicles to or from any premises, unless with the consent 

 of the occupier 

Å With 15 metres on the approach side, or 5 metres on the other side, of a pedestrian 

 crossing or traffic lights 

Å On a footpath, a grass margin or a median strip 

Å On part of a roadway where casual trading is lawfully carried out, unless the 

 vehicle is being used for the purpose of casual trading 

Å In a manner in which it will interfere with the normal flow of traffic or which 

 endangers other traffic 

Å At a bus stop 

Å In a cycle track. 

 

 

Mobile phones 

It is an offence under the Road Traffic Act 2006 to drive a vehicle whilst using a 

handheld mobile phone. 
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Penalty points 

The Road Traffic Act 2002 introduced a schedule of road traffic offences, breaches of 

which can result in an on the spot fine and having oneôs driving licence endorsed with 

penalty points. Subsequent legislation has increased the number of offences and further 

additions may be made in the future. Should a driver decide not to accept the fine, he or 

she will face prosecution and if convicted may incur additional penalty points. Penalty 

points remain on the driverôs licence for a period of three years. Should a driver 

accumulate 12 or more penalty points, he or she will be automatically disqualified from 

driving for a period of 6 months.  

 

Further information about offences carrying penalty may be accessed at the website 

www.penaltypoints.ie. 

 

Tachographs 
 

Duties of drivers 

Analogue Tachographs 

Drivers shall:  

 

Å Use the record sheets every day on which they are driving starting from the time 

 they take over the vehicle 

Å Ensure that the time recorded on the sheet agrees with the official time 

Å Enter the following information on each record sheet: 

 

    - Their surname and first name 

    - The date and place where the use of the sheet begins and the date and  

  place where the use of the sheet ends 

    - The registration number of the vehicle 

    - The odometer reading at the start of the first journey and at the end of the  

  last journey recorded on the sheet. 
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Å Operate the mode switch mechanisms so that the following periods of time can be 

 recorded separately:  

 

    - Driving time 

    - All other periods of work 

    - Periods of availability 

    - Breaks and other daily rest periods. 

 

Å Be able to produce record sheets for the current week and for the previous 21 days 

 on which they drove, when requested to do so by an authorised inspecting officer 

Å Return the record sheets to the employer for inspection and retention as soon as 

 practicable but in any event not later than 21 days of completing it 

Å When the recording mechanism is out of order, mark the on record sheet with all 

 the information for the various periods of time which is not recorded correctly by 

 the equipment. 

 

Digital tachographs 

Drivers shall:  

Å Be in possession of a driverôs card (available from the Department of Transport) 

 which shall be inserted in the digital tachograph. 

Å Either download data from the driver card every 21 days and retain the data for 1 

 year for inspection by the authorised officer or return the data to his or her 

 employer for downloading and retention 

Å Print off details from the digital tachograph when switching between vehicles 

 with analogue and digital tachographs. 

 

Details of the driverôs hourly regulations are set out in Appendix 3. 

 

Working Time Directive 

The Working Time Directive is transposed into Irish law through the Organisation of 

Working Time Act 1997 and Regulations made under it. Its main provisions are:  

 

Å The average working week may not exceed 48 hours 

Å The maximum weekly working time shall not exceed 60 hours 

 The maximum night work is 10 hours in any 24 hour period 

Å A driver is entitled to a break of 30 minutes after 6 hours work and of 45 minutes 

 after 9 hours work 

Å A period of availability is defined as ñany period during which the mobile worker 

 is not required to remain at his or her workstation, but is required to be available 

 to answer any calls to start or resume driving or to carry out other work, including 

 but not limited to periods during which the mobile worker is accompanying a 

 vehicle being transported by a ferry or by a train as well as periods of waiting at 

 frontiers and those due to traffic prohibitions.ò 

Å Breaks and periods of availability, which specifically include time spent waiting 

 to load and unload do not count as working time 

Å Records of periods of availability shall be maintained. 
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8. Fuel and Oil Usage 
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The Aggregate and Concrete Products Industry is committed to achieving high 

environmental standards in its transport operations.  

 

Fuel and fuel storage 

Fuels and Oils 

When filling the vehicle with diesel, the driver should ensure that: 

 

Å It is not overfilled 

Å There is no spillage of diesel 

Å The dispensing nozzle is replaced securely 

Å The cap on the diesel tank is fitted tightly so that there will be no spillage on the 

 road 

Å He or she stands by the vehicle at all times during fuelling.  

 

Likewise when topping up engine oil, care should be taken not to overfill and to replace 

fill caps securely. 

 

Drivers or persons involved in any cleaning of spills should refer to the material safety 

data sheets for the fuels and lubricants provided by the supplier. 
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Leaks 

Drivers should report all fuel and oils leaks to their Transport Manager or Supervisor 

immediately and have them repaired. All spills must be cleaned up immediately with 

suitable material which is disposed of correctly, in compliance with relevant regulations. 

 

Fuel Storage 

Fuel tanks should be enclosed in a bund with a capacity of 110% of the tank or if there is 

more than one tank 25% of the total. The bund should be impervious without any drain. 

The bund should be plastered internally and externally. It should be cleaned out on a 

regular basis.  

 

To avoid spillage during filling, each tank should be clearly marked with a tag showing 

fuel grade (even if only one grade is kept) and tank capacity. 

 

The fill pipe should have a gate valve and a non-return valve and if not, inside the bund 

should have a drip tray. If the fill pipe is remote from the tank and the tanker driver 

cannot see the tank from the fill point, the fill pipe should have a high level cut off, which 

will prevent the tank from overfilling. 

 

The tank should have a vent pipe with the top turned 180ę to prevent ingress of water. 

The vent should be located as near as possible to the fill pipe to alert the driver in the 

event of an overfill. 

 

The tank should have a gauge located near the fill point and should have a high level 

alarm. 

 

The fuel dispensing pumps should be located within the bund area or in an adjoining 

bunded/secure area. Special protection is required for the fuel feed line from the storage 

tank to the pump if it is not within the bund. 

 

The fuel dispensing and tanker off loading area should be concreted and drain into a fuel 

class interceptor which will prevent the escape of any fuel spills into the drains. 

 

Drivers should be encouraged and trained to deliver maximum fuel efficiency. Fuel 

consumption should be monitored and action taken for continuous improvement. 

 

General Transport 

Vehicle traffic in and out of operations and through minor or congested roads can be 

disturbing to the local community. Routing of vehicles should be carried out to minimise 

disturbance in an environmentally sensitive way and in compliance with any relevant 

planning requirements.  

 

The following measures should be taken to minimise the impact of traffic on the local 

environment: 
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Å Vehicle cleanliness: vehicles should be washed regularly 

 

Å Road cleanliness: companies should ensure that vehicles leaving their 

 operations are effectively cleaned, by an appropriate means including wheel 

 washing facilities, if necessary to prevent the spread of dust and aggregate onto 

 the public highways 

 

Å Sheeting and Load Security: companies should ensure where appropriate that 

 loads of finer materials leaving operations are properly loaded, trimmed and 

 sheeted to prevent dust (< 5mm) or any part of the load causing a hazard to the 

 public. Alternatively the spraying of loads can be used to dampen dust and reduce 

 dust blows from an open truck. 

 

Å Vehicle Parking: companies will provide on site parking wherever possible 

 

Å Vehicle Maintenance: all vehicles will be well maintained and regularly serviced 

 to minimise exhaust emissions and other environmental hazards such as excessive 

 noise and leaks 

 

Å Vehicle Emissions: vehicles should be specified to the latest EU standards (Euro 

 5).  

 

Å Vehicle Exhausts: vertical exhausts should be designed to minimize the 

 generation of dust. 

 

Waste oil and other waste materials such as batteries, tyres and filters arising from 

vehicle maintenance should be recycled. There are several specialist licenced companies 

providing this service. Companies should ensure that waste collection operators have the 

appropriate permits and licences. Waste oil tanks should be bunded. Spill kits should be 

provided in garages and areas where oils are stored and handled. Oil and fuel leaks which 

occur as a result of breakdowns or accidents or component failure should be cleaned up 

and any material such as oily rags disposed in compliance with the Hazardous Waste 

Regulations. 

 



 

 36 

 

9. Specific Site Operations 

 

Most of the operations covered in this section involve deliveries to construction sites. 

There are many hazards on sites of which drivers must be aware and should exercise due 

care so as not to injure themselves or other site workers. 

 

General Site Rules 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On arrival a driver should note and observe the site rules in relation to safety equipment, 

speed limits and other relevant issues. 

 

Electricity  

Contact with overhead power lines can result in fatal electrocution or breathing/heart 

failure. This is a particular hazard for tipping vehicles, concrete pumping vehicles, 

concrete mixer trucks with conveyors and truck mounted cranes.  

 

Drivers should always check for overhead power lines and should not work within 6m 

(20 feet) of overhead cables, unless in controlled circumstances, under the guidance of a 

Site Supervisor. 

 

(Further guidance is provided in the ESB Networks ñCode of Practice for Avoiding 

Danger from Overhead Electricity Lines 2008ò.  This Code of Practice was prepared by 

ESB Networks with the assistance of the Health and Safety Authority. The aim of the 

Code is to improve the level of safety of work near overhead electricity lines and, in 

doing so, to assist those who are involved in working in the vicinity of overhead 

electricity lines in avoiding the inherent dangers.) 
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Unstable/Uneven Ground 

Vehicles can overturn with the risk of serious or fatal injury if driven or operated on 

unstable ground. Drivers should visually check the ground conditions and if in doubt 

contact the site manager or their company supervisor. Drivers should be aware of the 

limitations of their vehicle and the risk of overturning. Special care should be taken 

during tipping or moving on wet or steep roads and when operating near pedestrians or 

excavations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Slips, Trips and Falls 

Building sites are often uneven and may present a hazard to a driver working there. 

Drivers should be aware of these hazards and take due care. 

 

Vehicle Collision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every year there are many accidents where workers on site are injured or killed as a result 

of being struck by a vehicle. Drivers should observe speed limits and traffic routes on 

sites. They should watch out for other workers on sites and should also take care of their 
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own safety from other site traffic. Drivers should position their vehicle on site so as not to 

cause a hazard. 

 

 

Traffic Management 

Vehicles should not be parked so as to present a hazard to other persons on a site. Drivers 

must comply with the traffic management system in place, especially when queuing to 

offload on the public road. Where it is necessary to discharge while parked on the public 

road suitable precautions should be taken with the use of cones or tape to alert other 

vehicles to your presence. 

 

Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) 

Drivers must wear the basic safety equipment at all times on site ï high visibility vest, 

safety footwear and helmet. Additional safety equipment such as ear or eye protection 

may be required on some sites. (Section 13 of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work 

Act 2005 refers.) 
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Product Safety 

Drivers should read the relevant material safety data sheets and be aware of any hazards 

associated with the product they are transporting. The data sheets provide specific 

information on protective clothing and first aid. 

 

 

Concrete Mixers  
 

 
 

Loading: 

The driver must ensure that: 

 

  the vehicle is not overloaded or the drum is not overfilled or overloaded 

 The water tank has sufficient water for cleaning after discharge. 

 

Discharge 

The driver must ensure that: 

 

Å The appropriate PPE is worn 

Å He or she checks in with the site manager or supervisor 

Å The site traffic management system is observed 

Å He or she does not permit any other person to lower the discharge chutes or 

 operate the controls 

Å The material is discharged as requested 

Å If the customer is unable to take the entire load, the office/supervisor is contacted 

 before product is returned 

Å After discharge the chutes are washed and stowed safely on the vehicle 

Å The site is exited safely. 
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Product Safety 

 

Å Fresh mortar, renders and screeds contain cement and water with the result that an 

 alkaline solution is produced 

Å Prolonged skin contact with wet mortar, renders and screeds can result in cement 

 burns. The abrasiveness of the constituents can aggravate the effect.  

 

Mixer Trucks with Conveyor Belts 

 

 
 

A small number of mixer trucks have conveyor belts attached to facilitate delivery of 

concrete over longer distances; these require trained experienced driver operators who 

must ensure: 

 

Å The conveyor belt does not strike personnel operating on the site. 

Å The conveyor belt is not operated within 6 meters (20 feet) of overhead cables. 

 

Surplus Concrete Returns  

Mixed concrete has a very short shelf life and must be used while in a workable state, 

generally within two hours of production. Returned concrete may be outside the optimum 

workable state when it is returned to the supplier and, therefore, cannot be re-directed to 

another customer. Environmental legislation demands the careful management, recycling 

and/or disposal of this product. Where the customer cannot take all the product ordered, 

the driver should contact his supervisor to get instructions on how to handle the surplus 

product before leaving the customerôs site. 
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Cleaning of Mixer Chutes  

Most sites allow drivers to wash down chutes after delivery. Drivers should ensure that 

all waste water arising from the cleaning remains on site and does not flow onto the 

roadway or into site drains. 

 

 

Mortar  

 

Silo Delivery 

The driver must ensure that: 

 

Å The appropriate PPE is worn 

Å The site traffic management system is observed 

Å The ground has been prepared and is suitable to erect the silo 

Å There are no overhead cables within 6metres (20 feet) of the silo base 

Å The stabilisers on the vehicle are extended 

Å The silo is carefully removed from the vehicle and erected on site 

Å The stabilisers are retracted 

Å The site is exited safely. 
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Silo Removal 

The driver must ensure that: 

 

Å The appropriate PPE is worn 

Å The site traffic management system is observed 

Å All electrical and water connections have been removed 

Å There are no overhead cables within 6metres (20 feet) of the site 

Å The vehicle is positioned as close as possible to the silo 

Å The stabilisers are extended on the vehicle 

Å The silo is lowered onto the vehicle and secured 

Å The stabilisers are retracted 

Å The site is exited safely. 

 

Silo Filling 

The driver must ensure that: 

 

Å The appropriate PPE is worn 

Å The site traffic management system is observed 

Å He or she checks in with the site manager or supervisor 

Å The vehicle is parked safely. Where possible the vehicle should be parked on the 

 site while observing all site safety rules. If it is necessary to park on the road, 

 ensure that the vehicle is ñconed offò and that the site safety personnel provide 

 assistance in directing traffic and pedestrians. 

Å The hoses are connected to the silo and the filter bag to the vent pipe 

Å The compressor is started and the mortar is discharged into the silo 

Å He or she stays in attendance at all times to monitor the discharge 

Å After discharge, all hoses and equipment are removed and stowed securely on the 

 vehicle 

Å The tank has been fully vented 

Å The site is exited safely. 
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Precast Concrete 
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Loading: 

In many cases vehicles carrying precast concrete will exceed the maximum allowable 

vehicle weights and or dimensions and permits will be required to transport the products 

to their destination. 

 

Maximum allowable: 

Width:  the maximum width of an overhanging load is 2.9 metres and the maximum 

projection on either side of the vehicle is 305 millimetres. 

 

Length: the load on a vehicle must not project more than 3 metres beyond the rearmost 

point of the vehicle or trailer. If the load projects more than 1 metre, a warning device 

must be carried. 

 

Height: while there is no maximum height for vehicles, where the load is of exceptional 

height, the company should survey the route to be taken and ensure that there are no low 

bridges or that the load will not come in contact with overhead cables. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The maximum vehicle weights are given in Appendix 2 and there are no allowances in 

addition to the weights given. 

 

Applications for permits should be made to the appropriate Local Authority(ies) and 

should describe the vehicles for which the permit is required, the nature, dimensions and 

weight of any load or loads to be carried, details of the journey or journeys to be 

undertaken and other information as requested by the Local Authority. 

 

Where drivers have to climb onto loads to attach or remove chains or slings, suitable 

protection against falls should be put in place as required by Part 4 (Work at Height) of 

the General Application Regulations 2007 (S.I. No. 299 of 2007) as amended. Drivers 

should take particular care when working on trailer decks. 
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Load Security 

The load should be secured using chains and tensioners, while ensuring that the precast 

product is not damaged or stressed. The load security should be checked during the 

journey. Drivers should ensure that all chains, tensioners and strapping are secure and do 

not pose a risk to other road users. 
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Offloading 

In some cases a forklift is carried on the back of the vehicle for off loading material. The 

driver should ensure that the area is suitable for operating the forklift. The driver should 

be trained and certified to operate the forklift. 

  

In many cases, offloading requires a crane. Care should be taken when attaching slings to 

either use the ñlifting eyesò which have been designed into the beam or to ensure that the 

beam is not stressed or damaged as a result of lifting. 

 

Product Safety 
 

Å Concrete beams may be abrasive 

Å Beams may have projecting steel. 
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 52 

Blocks, Tiles, Pipes, Precast 

Drivers should return all rejected material to the depot from where it was dispatched. 
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Code of Practice for Operators of Quarry Delivery Vehicles 
 

Part 2: Risk Assessment Document for Vehicle Operators with 

three or less Employees 
 

 

INTRODUCTION  

 

Ownerôs Name: _________________________________ 

 

Telephone:   ___________________ 

 

Ownerôs Address: _____________________________ 

   _____________________________ 

   _____________________________ 

   _____________________________ 

 

Registered Number:  ______________ Vehicle Type: __________________ 

 

Length overall: _____________ 
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Completing and implementing the findings of this Quarry Products Delivery Vehicle 

Risk Assessment document will help you to meet your duties under section 20(8) of 

the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005.  

 

Code of Practice ï Risk Assessment 

 

This is my programme in writing for managing health and safety.  It is aimed at 

protecting myself and others from accidents and ill health relating to my work activities. 

 

I undertake to: 

 

 Provide a safe place of work 

 

 Advise all who work with or close to my quarry vehicle of the hazards identified 

in this risk assessment and the controls put in place to protect them from injury 

 

 Use safe systems of work 

 

 Provide all necessary guards, protective clothing and equipment, information, 

training, and supervision necessary to protect those who are at risk 

 

 Review health and safety on my vehicle and this document at least annually. 

 

 If a dangerous situation arises which is not an emergency, I undertake to suspend 

work, until the hazard is controlled 

 

 Provide and ensure proper use of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

 

 Provide equipment and fittings as required by Road Safety legislation. 

 

Signed:  _______________________ 

 

Print Name _______________________ 

 

Date:   _______________________ 
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Emergency Telephone Numbers 

 

Contacts Numbers 

Emergency Services:  

Next of Kin: 

 

 

Own Doctor: 

                                    

 

Quarry Manager: 

 

 

Garda Station: 

 

 

Health and Safety Authority, Low Call Number: 

 

1890 289 389 

ESB Networks: 
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Section A: General 

 

 List All Trucks Used 

Vehicle Registration Number    

    

I will ensure that:    

Drivers hold the appropriate valid 

li cence for the vehicle they are driving 

   

Driving licences of all drivers will be 

inspected, verified annually and copies 

retained on file 

   

Vehicles are used for intended purposes 

only 

   

All  drivers demonstrate an 

understanding of the rules of the road 

and traffic regulations, including ability 

to read and understand road signage, 

signals and emergency 

signalling/signage 

   

Drivers will observe the rules of the road 

and comply with traffic regulations 

including speed limits, access to 

restricted areas and parking 

   

Drivers will not consume food and drink 

while the vehicle is in motion and will 

not refer to or review any reading 

material, including delivery dockets etc. 

while the vehicle is in motion 

   

Drivers will advise the company of any 

imposition of penalty points, licence 

endorsement or disqualification 

   

All road traffic accidents will be 

promptly reported to supervisors / 

management immediately and An Garda 

Siochana if necessary. Drivers will co-

operate fully with all subsequent 

investigations. 

   

On site traffic management and safety 

rules are followed 

   

Unauthorised personnel will not be 

carried as passengers or allowed access 

to any part of a vehicle. Children and 

pets will not be carried in or on the 

vehicle. 
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A seat belt when fitted in the vehicle 

shall be worn at all times 

   

The cab is kept in a clean and tidy 

condition to prevent accidents 

   

A handheld phone or other handheld 

communication equipment will  not be 

used while driving. Calls using hands 

free equipment will  be kept to a 

minimum. 

   

Smoking in the cabs of all vehicles is 

prohibited 

   

Warning signs concerning the 

prohibition of smoking, the carriage of 

passengers, children or pets and the 

illegal use of mobile phones and 

overhead powerlines are placed in the 

cabs of all vehicles 

   

Employees will not interfere with the 

operation of any safety device including 

speed limiters (where fitted), alarms, 

beacons, lights or tachograph controls 

   

Drivers will comply with the provisions 

of the Working Time Act and 

Tachograph Regulations in relation to 

maximum working times which will not 

be exceeded. Mandatory rest breaks in 

accordance with the above legislation is 

observed. 

   

Drivers will be issued with standard 

protective clothing which includes: 

safety footwear, gloves, hearing 

protectors, high visibility vest and jacket, 

helmet. Drivers will use such PPE and 

obtain replacements for damaged, worn 

or lost items. 

   

Employees operating company vehicles 

take account of prevailing weather and 

site conditions and take appropriate 

actions which include reduction of 

speed, alteration of delivery schedules 

and other arrangements as may be 

necessary to ensure the safety of 

themselves, the general public and 

people employed on sites 
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Employees are instructed to report 

vehicle or trailer defects and not to 

operate defective vehicles. The means 

for such reporting will be explained to 

and understood by all employees. 

   

In the event that a load shifts during 

transit, the driver will park the vehicle 

safely and take appropriate corrective 

action, which may include assistance 

from base 

   

Employees will obtain direction from 

management in relation to the above as 

and when necessary 

   

 

Section B: Servicing, Maintenance and Repair 

 

 List All Trucks Used 

Vehicle Registration Number    

    

I will ensure that:    

All vehicles including trailers and 

attachments are serviced and maintained 

in accordance with manufacturerôs 

service and maintenance schedules 

   

Vehicles will not be allowed to operate 

with any defects which either contravene 

the Road Traffic Acts or which represent 

unsafe work practice 

   

Records of servicing, repairs and 

maintenance to all vehicles, trailers, 

attachments and tachographs are 

maintained and available for inspection 

when required 

   

Tractor cabs on articulated vehicles are 

properly secured when lifted for 

maintenance or repair purposes 

   

All defects are reported immediately and 

remedial action taken. 
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Section C: Working Alone & Communication 
 

 List All Trucks Used 

Vehicle Registration Number    

    

Risk Assessment    

    

I will ensure that:    

The risks are minimised or can be 

controlled by one person 

   

Any lifting/moving can be done safely 

by one person 

   

Access and egress is suitable for one 

person 

   

The person is medically fit to work alone    

The person is trained/competent to work 

alone 

   

First aid is provided for the lone worker    

Communication is provided for the lone 

worker, e.g. radio/mobile phone 

   

Supervision/spot checks are provided to 

ensure safety of lone workers 

   

    

Safety Practices    

Lone workers are fully trained to carry 

out the task on their own 

   

Lone workers are trained and fully aware 

of all safety control measures. 

   

    

    

The following tasks are not suitable 

for lone workers 

   

Confined space work, e.g. entry into 

drum mixer bottles 

   

Working on live electrical equipment    

Use of ladders which cannot be secure    

Working on or over deep water    

Working on any machine where isolation 

is not possible 
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Section D: Slips, Trips and Falls 

 
 List All Trucks Used 

Vehicle Registration Number    

    

Risk Assessment    

    

I will ensure that:    

Workplaces are kept neat and tidy    

Cables/hoses are not trailed across 

walkways 

   

Handrails/guardrails are provided where 

necessary. 

   

Access ladders are in good condition and 

secure 

   

Edge protection is provided at height and 

at open pits 

   

Any oil/fluid spills are cordoned off and 

cleaned up as soon as possible 

   

Proper lighting is provided and in good 

working order 

   

Designated walkways are used and not 

obstructed 

   

Proper footwear is provided and worn    

The surfaces of trailers are free from 

damage or defect likely to cause a load 

to shift or fall or to result in an accident 

to any person working on the trailer 

platform 

   

    

Safety Practices    

Walk, donôt run    

Step down, donôt jump    

Ensure walkways are kept clear    

All  areas are well lit    

Oil/liquid spills are cordoned off and 

cleaned up immediately 

   

The job is not finished until you have 

tidied up 

   

Proper access ladders are used, never use 

boxes / barrels etc 

   

If working at height ensure to use edge 

protection or a harness 
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Use three points of contact when 

accessing / egressing vehicle cabs or 

using vehicle ladders. 

   

 

Section E: Training  

 
 List All Trucks Used 

Vehicle Registration Number    

I will ensure that:    

Employees receive necessary training 

and certification (where appropriate) and 

refresher training where required in 

respect of the following: 

   

Manual handling    

Safe Pass card    

First aid    

Forklift driving    

Crane operation    

ADR Driver Training    

Working at Heights    

Truck Mounted Conveyor    

Other specialist training as required    
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Section F: Health 

 

Health Risk Assessment 

 

P in place 

 

X not yet 

done 

 

N/A if not 

applicable 

Manual lifting:   

Mechanical aids are used where possible to reduce manual handling, such as using pallet trucks, 

tail-lifts, cranes, etc 

The vehicle is organised to facilitate good manual handling practices, such éééé.. 

 

First Aid:  

A First Aid box and manual is maintained on the vehicle at all times  

 

Noise: 

When working in noisy areas, such as éééééé..ear defenders are provided and worn 

(Noise is damaging to your hearing, if you have to shout to a person who is only a metre away to 

be heard.)  

 

Young workers: 

 

Young workers, or helpers, will be given Induction Safety Training. 

 

They are supervised at all times during their training until competent to work alone. 

 

Safety related issues are explained, such as; escape routes, emergency drills, radio procedures 

and fire fighting.  

 

Non-Irish national workers:  

 

Good means of communication is established between operators 

 

English is the agreed language of communication 

 

Ensure emergency procedures are practiced and understood 

 

List additional issues relating to health: 
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Section G: Accidents, Dangerous Occurrences, Near Misses. 

 

 List All Trucks Used 

Vehicle Registration Number    

I will ensure that:    

Drivers are instructed to report all 

accidents, dangerous occurrences and 

near misses to management as soon as 

possible 

   

A means of recording such events is 

provided in all vehicles 

   

Proper records of all such events are 

maintained and that statutory reporting 

of such events to the Health and Safety 

Authority is complied with 

   

Such events will be investigated by the 

company and necessary corrective or 

preventive actions identified and 

implemented 

   

All employees and management co-

operate in the investigation of such 

events, including investigations 

undertaken by the Health and Safety 

Authority and An Gardai 

   

Obtain required treatment for injuries as 

required 

   

    

 

Drivers shall report all incidents immediately to their Transport Manager or Supervisor.  

 

In the event of a road traffic accident, drivers are required to provide their name and 

address, the name and address of the owner of the vehicle, vehicle registration and details 

of motor insurance to the Gardaí and the other party.  

 

Many quarry companies are now providing disposable cameras. Drivers should use these 

cameras to take photographs of any accident scene. The photographs should record all the 

relevant detail such as damage to vehicles, position on the road, any relevant signage and 

any other relevant information. In addition, drivers shall take notes of the details of the 

accident such as: 

 

Å Time, location and weather conditions 

Å Name, address and contact number of other party to the accident 

Å Name, address and contact number of any witnesses 

Å A sketch of the accident scene 
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       Estimated speed and direction of travel of all vehicles involved. 

 

Drivers should take all reasonable care to prevent spillages, particularly on bends, 

roundabouts and slip roads. Should any spillage occur, drivers should report this 

immediately. The relevant company shall respond promptly and take the necessary 

remedial action. 

 

Following an accident at work where the operator is out of work or unable to carry out 

his or her normal work activities for more than 3 days the operator of the vehicle or his or 

her employer shall report the accident without undue delay to the Health and Safety 

Authority. An accident report can be made on a copy of the IR1 form in Appendix 7 or 

on line at www.hsa.ie. 

 

On return to the depot, drivers should complete an incident report form as per the 

attached form in Appendix 5. 
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Code of Practice for Operators of Quarry Delivery Vehicles 
 

Part 3: Vehicle Specific Risk Assessments 
 

Section (a): Tipper Vehicle 

 

 
 

 

 List All Trucks Used 

Vehicle Registration Number    

    

Aggregate Tipping Truck    

I will ensure that:    

The pre-start check has been carried out 

and documented  

   

Vehicles are not loaded beyond 

permitted maximum weights 

   

The tipping ram is free from leaks    

Hydraulic/pneumatic lines/unions are 

checked for damage 

   

Check valves are fitted and operational    

The tipper body has not been unevenly 

loaded or overloaded 

   

The tipper tail gate is operating correctly 

and secure while driving 

   

Loading/tipping only takes place on 

stable/level ground 

   

The driver is the only person to operate 

the tipping unit 

   

No tipping takes place within 6 metres of 

overhead power lines 
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No tipping takes place close to personnel    

If tipping into a paver, the paver 

operatorôs instructions are followed 

   

Reversing cameras are fitted and 

operational 

   

On-site traffic management and safety 

rules are followed 

   

Flashing beacons are used while on site 

or as required 

   

The tipper body is fully lowered after 

discharge 

   

Appropriate PPE is worn on site    

The truck is maintained as per the 

manufacturerôs instructions 

   

Where used on a public road, the truck is 

DOE tested annually 

   

Defects are communicated to a 

responsible person 

   

    

Safety Practices    

Never work under a raised tipper body 

unless mechanically propped 

   

Never drive with the tipper body raised 

(except to aid discharge) 

   

Never raise the body near or under 

power lines 

   

Only competent/licensed personnel drive 

and operate these trucks 

   

The ground conditions are assessed 

before loading/tipping 

   

    

Note: If a safety control measure is 

missing, indicate that on Your Action 

List on pages 93 and 94. 
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Section (b): Articulated Vehicle  

 

 
 

 

Articulated Vehicles List All Trucks Used 

Vehicle Registration Number    

    

I will ensure that:    

The pre-start check has been carried out 

and documented 

   

The vehicle is maintained in good 

condition 

   

Both tractor and trailer are equipped with 

ABS (Anti lock braking system) 

   

The vehicle is not loaded beyond its 

maximum legal weight 

   

    

Coupling of Trailers    

Drivers are trained in coupling and 

uncoupling 

   

Before coupling to a trailer, check that 

the trailer parking brake is applied 

   

After coupling check that the fifth wheel 

locking mechanism is engaged (by trying 

to drive forwards in low gear) 

   

The parking brake is applied on the 

tractor unit 

   

The engagement of the fifth wheel is 

visually checked and the safety clip is 

put in place 
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The air lines and electrical suzies are 

connected to the trailer 

   

The landing legs are wound up and the 

handle secured 

   

The trailer parking brake is released    

The number plate is fitted and the lights 

are checked 

   

    

Uncoupling of Trailers    

The ground is firm and level enough to 

support both landing legs 

   

The parking brake on the trailer is 

applied 

   

The air lines and electrical suzies are 

disconnected 

   

The landing legs on the trailer are wound 

down and the handle secured 

   

The locking mechanism on the fifth 

wheel is disengaged. 

   

The tractor is driven out from under the 

trailer safely 

   

    

Parking    

The vehicle is parked in a safe place and 

does not pose a hazard to other traffic or 

pedestrians 

   

The parking brake has been applied    

    

Load Security    

Loads are properly secured on the trailer    

The load security is rechecked after five 

kilometres travel 

   

If the load is liable to movement it is 

checked periodically during 

transportation 

   

    

Loading    

The driver is not allowed operate 

equipment such as forklifts unless 

trained and certified to do so 

   

The driver is not allowed drive plant 

onto the trailer unless trained and 

certified to do so 
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Sliding Bogie Trailers    

Drivers are trained in the operation of 

sliding bogie trailers 

   

When driving on the road the sliding 

bogie trailer should be fully extended to 

ensure compliance with the relevant 

vehicle weights and dimensions 

   

    

Load Height    

The route is checked to ensure that there 

are no overhead lines or low bridges 

which might be struck by the vehicle or 

its load 

   

Appropriate permits should be in place 

for the transportation of abnormal loads 

   

    

Note: If a safety control measure is 

missing, indicate that on Your Action 

List on pages 93 and 94. 

   

 

 
Section (c): Bulk Cement Vehicle 
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I will ensure that:    

The pre-start check has been carried out 

and documented 

   

Drivers are supplied with and wear the 

following PPE in addition to the regular 

PPE: 

- Eye protection (either goggles or 

visor) 

- Ear defenders 

   

Drivers are trained in the operation of 

cement tankers before being allowed 

operate on their own 

   

    

Loading    

The safety rail is raised before accessing 

the top of the tanker 

   

The tanker is decompressed before 

opening the man lids 

   

Lids are securely closed after the tanker 

is loaded 

   

Any cement dust is washed off the 

vehicle before leaving the site 

   

Vehicles are not loaded beyond 

permitted maximum weights 

   

    

Discharge    

The receiving silo is checked to ensure it 

has adequate capacity to receive the 

quantity being discharged 

   

The discharge hose is securely connected 

to the silo and the outlet pipe on the 

tanker 

   

If using electrical power the cable is 

carefully connected to the socket on the 

tanker 

   

If using a donkey engine the engine and 

compressor are started 

   

The pressure relief valve is tested before 

the tanker is pressurised 

   

The air pressure gauge is monitored to 

ensure that the safe working pressure is 

not exceeded 

   

At the end of the discharge, the tank is 

de-pressurised (The tanker shall not be 
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driven on the road in a pressurised 

condition.) 

The driver stays in attendance at all 

times during the discharge, at the 

controls or rear of the vehicle 

   

When the high level cement silo alarm is 

activated discharge ceases immediately 

and the driver reports to the plant 

manager for further instruction 

   

    

Maintenance    

The tanker is maintained in a safe and 

road worthy condition and complies with 

all statutory requirements 

   

The tanker vessel is inspected at the 

required intervals   

   

Hoses are monitored and replaced as 

necessary 

   

    

Note: If a safety control measure is 

missing, indicate that on Your Action 

List on pages 93 and 94. 
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Section (d): Mortar Silo  

 

 

 
 

 List All Trucks Used 

Vehicle Registration Number    

    

I will ensure that:    

The pre-start check has been carried out 

and documented 

   

Drivers are supplied with and wear the 

following PPE in addition to the regular 

PPE: 

- Eye protection (either goggles or 

visor) 

- Ear defenders 

   

Drivers are competent in the operation of 

silo mortar tankers before being allowed 

operate on their own 

   

    

Loading Product in Depot    

The tanker is decompressed before 

opening the man lids 

   

Suitable fall protection system in place 

for access to top of tanker, e.g. raised 

safety rail or inertia reel system 
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Lids are securely closed after the tanker 

is loaded 

   

    

Discharge of Mortar into Site Silo    

Appropriate PPE is worn    

On site traffic management and safety 

rules are followed 

   

Driver checks with site 

manager/supervisor to ensure that 

receiving silo has been checked to ensure 

that it has adequate capacity to receive 

the quantity being discharged 

   

The tanker is parked as close as possible 

to the silo location whilst obeying site 

traffic rules. (If it is necessary to park on 

road driver and site personnel must 

ensure that vehicle is coned off.) 

   

The discharge hose is securely connected 

to the silo and the outlet pipe on the 

tanker 

   

The filter bag is connected to the silo 

vent pipe 

   

The driver stays in attendance at the 

tanker to monitor the complete discharge 

process 

   

When the bag or pressure starts to drop 

discharge ceases immediately 

   

After discharge all hoses and equipment 

are removed and stored on the vehicle 

   

    

Delivery of Silo    

Appropriate PPE is worn    

Consult with site personnel on requested 

location of silo 

   

That silo location ground is suitably 

prepared and level 

   

Check that no overhead cables are within 

6 metres of the silo base 

   

Extend vehicle stabilisers prior to 

carefully removing silo from truck and 

placing on base 

   

Retract stabilisers before exiting site    

Silo operating procedures are given to 

customer prior to mortar being dispensed 

from silo 
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Removal of Silo    

Appropriate PPE is worn    

Check that no overhead cables are within 

6 metres of the silo base 

   

Ensure all electrical and water 

connections have been removed from the 

silo 

   

Position vehicle as near as possible to 

silo before extending stabilisers 

   

Lower silo onto vehicle and secure 

before exiting site 

   

Retract stabilisers    

    

Maintenance    

The tanker is maintained in a safe and 

roadworthy condition and complies with 

all statutory requirements 

   

The tanker vessel is inspected at the 

required intervals 

   

Silo delivery hoses are maintained and 

replaced as necessary 

   

Note: If a safety control measure is 

missing, indicate that on Your Action 

List on pages 93 and 94. 

   

 

Section (e): Concrete Mixers 
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 List All Trucks Used 

Vehicle Registration Number    

    

Concrete Mixer    

I will ensure that:    

The pre-start check has been carried out 

and documented 

   

Reversing cameras are fitted and in good 

working order. 

   

The driver has received training in the 

operation of the mixer controls 

   

On-site traffic management and safety 

rules are followed 

   

Flashing beacons are used on site or as 

required by Site Management 

   

Appropriate PPE is worn on site     

The truck is serviced and maintained as 

per the manufacturerôs instructions 

   

The truck is DOE tested annually    

Defects are communicated to a 

responsible person  

   

The mixer is not loaded beyond its 

maximum legal weight 

   

    

Loading at the Concrete Plant    

I will ensure that:    

Plant Manager instructions are followed    

Vehicle can be manoeuvred without 

endangering personnel or equipment 

   

Vehicle is secure before leaving cab.    

Drum charge lever is engaged    

Hand throttle is engaged to required 

drum revolutions 

   

Once the vehicle is loaded any spillage is 

removed from the rear of the vehicle 

before leaving the plant 

   

    

Off -loading at the Customer Site    

I will ensure that:    

The vehicle can be manoeuvred safely 

on site 

   

Overhead obstructions are checked    

Vehicle is on level/solid ground before 

discharging 
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Discharge chutes are  positioned over 

discharge point, i.e. pump, skip, etc. 

   

Instructions from site personnel on 

manner in which discharge is to be 

executed are followed 

   

Drum discharge lever is engaged    

Hand throttle and or electronic throttle is 

engaged to required drum revolutions 

   

Discharge is in accordance with site 

management instructions. 

   

Care is exercised to avoid overfill of 

receptor 

   

    

When discharge is complete    

I will ensure that:    

All discharge chutes are secured in their 

fixi ng position before proceeding to 

designated wash down area 

   

Mixer is cleaned down in designated 

area 

   

When washing down drum and chute 

with chemical cleaning agents, goggles, 

gloves and masks are worn and running 

water is available at all times 

   

    

Concrete Truck Mounted Discharge 

Conveyors 

   

I will ensure that:    

The driver has received training in the 

operation of the conveyor 

   

Flashing beacons are used on site or as 

required by Site Management 

   

A visual check is made on the conveyor 

before operation 

   

Emergency stop buttons are working 

effectively 

   

All nip points at head and tail drum are 

effectively guarded in accordance with 

manufactureôs instructions 

   

No site personnel are working 

underneath the area where the conveyor 

is working. 

   

The truck is never driven with the 

conveyor in the raised position 

   

The conveyor is not operated within 6 

metres of overhead powerlines 
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When working on or near public roads, 

traffic lines are adequately controlled by 

the contractor 

   

When operating through openings a 

competent banksman is supplied by the 

contractor 

   

The conveyor is never used as a crane    

The conveyor is serviced and maintained 

in accordance with the manufacturerôs 

instructions 

   

Defects are communicated to a 

responsible person 

   

    

Note: If a safety control measure is 

missing, indicate that on Your Action 

List on pages 93 and 94. 

   

 

Section (f): Block Delivery Truck  

 

 

 
 

 
 List All Trucks Used 

Vehicle Registration Number    

Block Delivery Truck     

    

I will ensure that:    

The pre-start check has been carried out 

and documented 

   

The truck is DOE tested annually    
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The truck is serviced and maintained as 

per the manufacturerôs instructions 

 

   

Block grab rubbers are checked daily for 

damage 

   

The crane checked daily for hydraulic 

leaks 

   

The crane is tested and certified every 12 

months by an independent engineer 

   

The crane is fitted with an overload 

protection to prevent the safe working 

load for the relevant radius being 

exceeded 

   

The crane is maintained by a competent 

person 

   

Access ladder to the crows nest is 

maintained in good condition 

   

Only trained and competent drivers will  

operate the truck mounted crane 

   

Side creels are fitted to all trucks    

Site traffic management and safety rules 

are followed 

   

The surfaces of trailers are free from 

damage or defect likely to cause a load 

to shift or fall or to result in an accident 

to any person working on the trailer 

platform 

   

    

Loading    

Blocks are loaded by trained drivers and 

in accordance with the plant managerôs 

instructions 

   

Drivers inspect loads prior to leaving 

yard and any damaged bales are removed 

and replaced 

   

Block truck side creels are secured in 

place after loading 

   

The block truck is not loaded beyond its 

maximum legal weight 

   

The consignment is secured prior to 

leaving the yard 

   

    

Unloading    

Flashing beacons are used while on site 

or as required 

   

The truck is never driven with the crane    
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in the raised position 

No offloading of blocks takes place 

within 6 metres of overhead powerlines 

   

Driver checks ground to ensure it is level 

and suitable prior to offloading 

   

Driver positions crane as close to 

offloading location to minimise crane 

slewing distance and to maximise view 

of operation area 

   

Driver extends both stabilisers on boards 

before starting any offloading 

   

Driver ensures that no site personnel are 

working underneath the area where the 

crane is moving with blocks in grab 

   

Driver only unloads blocks under 

instruction from site supervisor 

   

Driver never offloads blocks directly 

onto scaffolding 

   

If instructed to load blocks onto 

structures then the driver should check 

with site supervisor that the structure is 

suitable for the weight of the blocks 

being offloaded and clear of personnel 

   

    

Note: If a safety control measure is 

missing, indicate that on Your Action 

List on pages 93 and 94. 

   

 

Section (g): Blacktop Rigid Vehicle 

 

 
 List All Trucks Used 

Vehicle Registration Number    

Blacktop Tipping Truck     

    

I will ensure that:    

The pre-start check has been carried out 

and documented 

   

The tipping ram is free from leaks    

Hydraulic/pneumatic lines / unions are 

checked for damage 

   

Check valves are fitted and operational    

The tipper body has been loaded from 

the front, then the rear and then the 

middle and has not been overloaded 

   




